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SUCGESTED INTERVIEW

Q. What important developments have taken place in Igypt recently in the sphere of
education?

A. You doubtless know that the British policy in Egypt has been severely ceriticized
on the ground that it left the Egyptian uneducated across more than a generation.
Invidious comparisons have been mede between the achievements of America in the
Fhilippines along educational lines and the policy of Great Britein during the
forty years that she was abmlutely in control in Egypt. At the end of thigper-
iod barely six per cent of the entire population were able to read and write.

Of course, the defense of Great Britain is that she had to occupy herself 128
makinz Egypt solvert to the exclusion of all other interests. This, however, is
again objected to by the Egyptians on the ground that it places the materjal in-
terest of the foreigner above the development of the people. Whatever position we
may take with reference to this controversy, the fact is that Egypt now has a
comparatively free hand in the sphere of education and that department is entirely
under hew own control. It is significant as a result of such a free hand, that
Wzypt has doubled her educational budget within the last five years, has launched
a State University, and has mulfiplied the schools for girls, Even this has not
met the demand. On every hand there is an eagerness for education, as is shown

in the enrolment in our own institution which has more than doubled this year.

It is almost pathetic to see the trust which the Orient is placing In education

to qualify them for the new day of opportunity which is before them and especially
for the challenge of independence such as is coming to Egypt todsy. We agres

that education, if it be of the right sort, is a splendid preparation for self-
government but there is a very real need that this promising educational movement

be properly guided and direscted, It is for this reason that the American Universkty
at Cairo has opened a Derartment of Education so as to place within reach of the
Fgyptian teacher the stimulating ideas and the suggestive methods that have orig-
inated in the VWest and which underile so much of American success and progress.

Qe Are the Fgyptians interested in scientifiec studies and in science gemerally?

A, Yes, You have touched on one of the most powerful influences alfecting the life
and thought of Bgypt today. 1 suppose it was the War that wakened Mohammedan
countries to the tremsndous significance of science., ™Give us science™, they say,

_Mand we will. be able to matech the West.™ They see that seientific knowledge lies .

back of medicine, transportation, mechanieal invention, the great manufacturing
activities, and indeed of everything that makes for material comfort and wealth,
It is this lure of science, doubtless, that brings to the doors of the American
University at Cairo students from the most remote Moharmedan countries such as
Arabia, Persia and Java, and also draws students fram secilons of Mohammedan
society in Bgypt which have hitherto been entirely without opportunity for scientific
knowledge.
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ghat are heslth conditions in ERypt today”

Of course, bealth coaditions leave very much t¢ be desired. Jofant mortality ia
sppalling mnd the prevalencs pf slmost syerywhsre of eys trouble, hookworm snd
bilherais places & 4isability upon the entive nation from the point of view of
healsh that may well socount for many of the shortcomings of Egypt. Howaver,
there is & very hopsful swskening ef public opinien on this smbjeot, We fanl

that 1% is at this point that Asarics has a resl contribution to meikes to Pgypt.

¥e havs gons so far in the devsloprent of preventive nadicine snd health
caspafgns snd public edupation, that we acoupy &mONg vhe nationa & position of
leadsrship in this depertasnt. The Division of Exiension of thespasriosn Univer-
glty La carrylng over W Fgypt many of the mosb offective methods for the eda-
cation of the publis in respect 40 heslth snd is ustng the moving pleture, the
poster end the lesflet, se well as the desonstrationscentery in order to assist
in thedevalopment of a publie opintion in Egypt whioh will deliver ths oountry

fros these avils. I wigh you would cbaserve a geaeral principle here that contrelez
all our sork. ¥e do not regard it as the bueiness of Mmerios to carry the edu-
ontion or the medical work of e grest country such as Ezypt, but we do belisva
that America may cooperata ln giving direction and in stimulating sioh sorthy move-
ments go that the country iteelf will rise up snd set in motion those forosa that
will promote and pafeguard hesith.

$ho is taking the plese of Zaghloul Pesha &8 the great Hationallst lander?

I noticed recently that in selecting a succeswr o Judgge Gary the atesl oOTPOT-
ation selected three men smong whoa 1t distributed the duties formerly pserried Dy
one msn. This sort of thing heppens slmopgt invariably when sny outetending men
passes away, nct only beosuss no ons is found mith exactly his gifte, but besmee
the responsibilities oarried have really reached s point where they no longer could
be carried by muy cne men but require to be distributed. Tt is just ec with the
lesdership of the Hationsilet Movemsnt. Zaegbloul Pashs combined three principsl
offices; Presidentof the Wefd, Prasidentof theZsghloulist Parliamentary party,

snd President of the Jhember of Deputies. Nahae Pasha hag been slectsd the head
of the Wafd Party. (But the other offices are held by )-

Is Pngland leaving Fgypt?

It would be putting it too stropgly to say that England 1s leaving ¥ypt. But
certaisly Magland is turning over more end more of Exyptlen govermmeat to Beyptisn

 leadership and the recent visit of King Fuad to England has opened the way for much

more to be sffested in the mesr future. e oen BEVer got sway from the faot thal
Grest Britain has a vital intersst in Ezypt; eimply beomuse Egypt controls the Bues
Cansl. The Sues Usnal is the highway from Grest Britain to lndis. Heverthelees, it
is proposed thet adequate assursnces will be given to Grest Briteln with reference
1o the Sues Qsnal --withwt-naneuaﬂly.uaintalaias__;bwlpte occupation of Fgypt.

Ay of the government departuents have been tarned over in thelp entirety %o
Egyptian hande.

Hany have been surprlsed at the sbility of the Egyptian o hendle his own affalrs.
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To be sure there ere a number of instances of deplorable maladministration snd
officiel dighonesty, but these must De regarded as exceptions rether than the rule.
Cpne cennct get awey from the argument which the Egyptian puts forth that he would
rather have his country badly mansged by Egyptiens then mensged more efficlently
by foreigners. It is Just whet each one wuld say with reference to Lis own family
eifeira.

However, 1t Lo just becsuge we firmly believe 2na can easiiy recvgnise that ohar-
soter training is Just as important for netlonel lcadershiy as fntellectual trein-
ing, vhaw we omphaslse morol end reilgious ldeels in our vau instiution. Falr
play on the fooitball field, we believe, will yield 1ts fruitege in honeaty, ia
public office. Courtesy beiwecn students of difrerent rsoes and raligions will
yield % = spirii of tolerance and oven-handed Justice later in life, Fithout
such morsl trainiug, your dentlst will bore holes umnecesserily instesd of fili-
ing those that exiet; your lewyer will continue his case insucad uf seeking e
settlement; your nationel leader will meke his public office an opportuniiy for
graft instead of for the service of his natlon.

Has Solsheviem eppeared smong the Egyptions?

In the sense of &n ecomomio upheaval of the fellah sgainst the pashs, or in the
sengs of a political upheavel such as we are witnesaing in Cbine, 1 oan say that
there is not a trsce of Bolsheviem in Egypt. In the sense, however, that there

is & general lowering of regard for the lew and of reepect for existing institutions,
one may say that there are signs of this movement in Egypt but they ere not signe of
denger, but rather of s progressive reaching aftor new and better caditicns.

How do the Egyptians regard America?

#ith scarcely sn exospiion 1t csn be gald that Americe is in favor throughout the
Orieat, and partloulsrly in Fgypt. ‘There is & feeling that the future lizs with
hknorics bDecauws of lts encrmous ressursee pnd ite prugressive spirit. dsny
Fgyptiens are coming to Amerlca to study. Mmariecen institutions in Fgypt ars
locked on wlth favor, whether sducetionel , missionsry or commercial. I cannot
help sseribing the remarkable growth of our own institution during the last seven
years to the prestige of America end the good will of the Egyptisns toward
Americe.



